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January 2011 
 

 

 
Dear Team Captain, 

 
 

It’s Junior Achievement of Greater Cleveland’s 70th birthday and we can’t think of a better 
reason to throw a party…a BOWL-A-THON BIRTHDAY BASH! 

 
Participation is simple! Your job is to recruit a 5 person team and secure donations from 

friends, family, co-workers, etc. to meet your fundraising goal, while earning fabulous prizes. 
 

Your involvement in the 28th annual Bowl-a-Thon will be the perfect gift to nearly 45,000 
students in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake and Lorain County schools. With the generous donations 

you secure through the Bowl-a-Thon, we will reach our goal of $300,000, which will help 
support the growth of economic education in the schools we serve! 

 

We look forward to celebrating this exciting milestone with you and wish you all the best in 
your fundraising endeavors! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please contact the JA staff anytime you need assistance. 
 

Junior Achievement 
1422 Euclid Ave., Ste. 525 

Cleveland, OH 44115 
 

216.861.8080 (p) 
216.861.2550 (f) 

www.jacleveland.org 

Amber Kemmerer 
akemmerer@jacleveland.org 

Kelly Morrell 
kmorrell@jacleveland.org 

http://www.jacleveland.org/
mailto:akemmerer@jacleveland.org
mailto:kmorrell@jacleveland.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates To Remember 
 

Jan. 13th       Online Registration Starts:  
Register online at www.jacleveland.org OR return a paper Registration Form. 

 
Feb. 11th       Registration Deadline:  

All teams should be registered online or have returned their Registration Form with 
Registration Fee. Please Note: Any bowler registered by February 11th will 

be entered into an early bird raffle for prizes! 

 
March 5th        Bowl-a-Thon Birthday Bash! 
 
March 31st  Donations Due:  

All donations must be turned in to be eligible for prizes. View prize levels online at 

www.jacleveland.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Captain Checklist 
 
Before the Event  

 Recruit 4 Bowlers to join your team.  

 Register your team using one of the two methods below:  

o Online at www.jacleveland.org 

Á Register yourself and create a team name  

Á Pay registration fee by credit card or choose to mail the check to Junior Achievement   

Á Send an email to invite your bowlers to go online and register to join your team 

o By Mail/Fax 

Á Complete the Team Registration Form (you can print one at www.jacleveland.org)   

Á Mail it with your $50 registration fee to Junior Achievement by February 11th 

Register early t o ensure you get your 1 st  lane choice!  

Your lane will not be confirmed until we receive the registration fee.  

 Set your team’s fundraising goal.  

 Personalize your team page online by logging in to your Participant Center. 

 Encourage team members to actively secure donations via e-mail using the online system. 

 Check to see if your company has a matching gift program. Contact your company’s matching gift           

administrator to complete the necessary forms.  

 

1 Week before the Event  
 Remind bowlers of your bowling location and time 

 Advise bowlers to:  

o Arrive 15 minutes early to pick up shoes and bowling ball.  

o Bring donation envelopes with donations that have been collected. Extra envelopes will be available 

to turn in remaining donations by March 31st. Checks & money orders preferred.  

 
Day of the Bowl-a-Thon 

 Check in at the Registration Table  

o Lane assignments will be posted at the door of the bowling center.  

o Your bowlers can go directly to your assigned lane.  

 Collect donations from bowlers and turn in the Team Envelope you received when you checked in at              

  the registration table. Turn in any donations your bowlers have collected to date in the Team Envelope. 

  Remaining donations must be turned in by March 31st to be eligible for prizes.  
 Have fun!!  

http://www.jacleveland.org/
http://www.jacleveland.org/
http://www.jacleveland.org/


2011 

Bowling Center Locations 
 

 
 

 

Ambassador/Superior Lanes ï 1500 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44114 
 

 

Bradnanôs- 6800 W. 130 Street, Middleburg Heights, OH  44130 
 

 

Buckeye Lanes ï 24488 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 

 

Cloverleaf Lanes ï 5619 Brecksville Road, Independence, OH 44131 
 

 

Freeway Lanes of Wickliffe- 28801 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe, OH 44092 
 

 

Rebmanôs Recreation ï 5300 Oberlin Avenue, Lorain, OH 44053 
 

 

Roseland Lanes- 26383 Broadway Ave, Oakwood Village, OH 44146 
 
 

*Lanes are reserved through Junior Achievement  

during the registration process  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Amount 
Raised 

Prizes 
Earned 

 
$75- $299 

 
Bowl -a-Thon Birthday Bash  T-shirt 

 

 
$300- $599 

 
Bowl -a-Thon Birthday Bash  T-shirt, 

Two (2) Cleveland Cinemas Movie Tickets 
 

 
$600- $999 

 
Bowl -a-Thon Birthday Bash T-shirt, 

Two (2) Cleveland Cinemas Movie Tickets, JA Lunch Bag 
 

 
$1,000- $1,499 

 
Bowl -a-Thon Birthday Bash T-shirt, 

Two (2) Cleveland Cinemas Movie Tickets, JA Lunch Bag, 
$50 Corner Alley Gift Card 

 

 

$1,500+ 

 

Bowl -a-Thon Birthday Bash T-shirt, 
Two (2) Cleveland Cinemas Movie Tickets, JA Lunch Bag, 

$100 Gift Card 
 
 

2011 Prizes 
 

Turn in your donations to JA on 

event day to be eligible for 
these fabulous prizes! 

 

Special thanks to the following businesses for  

their prize donations: 
 

Chipotle, Cleveland Cinemas, Corner Alley  



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

General Questions: 

 
Where do my donations go? 
Your donations allow Junior Achievement to provide educational programs at no direct cost to the schools or students that we 
serve.  These programs teach students the importance of financial literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship. 
 

Can my friends and family bowl? 
Teams can consist of friends, family, co-workers, clients or anyone who wants to bowl and raise money for JA! This is an adult 
event; each center has a bar that will be open. Children may attend if accompanied and supervised by an adult. Neither Junior 
Achievement nor the bowling center is responsible for child care. 
 
How do I know where I will bowl? 
You will select a first and second choice for your bowling center location and time when you register. Team Captains will be 

notified of their lane assignment by email within two weeks of registration.  You can also call the JA office to inquire about 

lane assignments at 216-861-8080. You will bowl 3 games during your shift. We give each bowler automatic strikes for the 
3rd, 6th and 9th frames so you are guaranteed 30 points for each game! 
 
What is the registration fee? 
The registration fee is $50 for a team of five bowlers.  This fee covers 3 games of bowling and shoe rental. Ask your company 

if they’ll sponsor your team! 
 
How much money do I need to raise? 
We ask that each bowler raise a minimum of $75. $75 qualifies you for an exclusive JA Bowl-a-Thon T-shirt and other 
fabulous prizes! 
 
Is my contribution tax deductible? 

Your donations for the Bowl-a-Thon are tax deductible. Your team registration fee is not tax deductible. Junior Achievement is 
charity exempt from federal income tax under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
 

How will I receive my prizes? 
Prizes will be distributed after the event and donation deadline (March 31st or on your individual company event day). They 
will be delivered to your company coordinator for distribution. Please be sure all money is turned in by the deadline to be 
eligible for prizes. 

 
Can I bring food or drinks to the bowling center? 
Food and drinks from outside are not permitted in the bowling centers unless you have prior approval to have catering at the 
event. The snack bars will be open throughout the Bowl-a-Thon. 
 
What if I receive donations after the Bowl-a-Thon? 

We gladly accept money raised after the Bowl-a-Thon. Please forward any donations that you receive to Junior Achievement. 
Indicate on the check that it is for the Bowl-a-Thon and include your name so we can give you and 
your company credit. 
 

 

Registration Questions: 

 
How do I register to bowl? When is the registration fee due? 
You may register online by visiting www.jacleveland.org or fax/mail the Team Registration Form to the JA office. Once you are 

registered online as the Team Captain, your bowlers can individually go online and search for your name and register for your 
team. The registration deadline is February 11th. Register early! Lane assignments are first-come, first-served. 
 
 
Can I register my team to bowl online? 
YES! We strongly encourage you to utilize our easy to navigate online system. As a Team Captain, you are responsible for 
registering yourself, paying the $50 registration fee and creating a team name. Once you have done so, you can email your 

bowlers using your Participant Center and invite them to join your team. Once they are ready to register, they can click on 



“Join a Team” and search for your name. It is important for your bowlers to register themselves so they can create their own 
username & password. They will then have access to their Participant Center. 
 
 

How much is the registration fee? How do I pay? 
The registration fee is $50 per team of 5 bowlers. Lane assignments will not be confirmed until payment has been received. 
The Team Captain can pay by credit card if they register online or call the JA office. Registration fees are also accepted by 
check (made payable to Junior Achievement). Please mail the check with your Registration Form to: 1422 Euclid Ave., Ste. 
525, Cleveland, OH 44115. Be sure to include your team name and company name when mailing the fee. The registration fee 
is not tax-deductible. Some companies cover the registration fee for bowlers, so check with your company. 
 

Do I have to have all of my bowlersô names? 
You should have a first & last name for all of your bowlers when you register. Email or mailing addresses should also be 
included. Contact information will only be used by Junior Achievement. 
 

Online System Questions: 

 
How do I enter offline donations? What is the difference between a ñconfirmedò vs. ñunconfirmedò gift I have 
collected? 

You can enter cash or checks someone has pledged so that the online system can keep track of all your fundraising totals. Log 
in to your Participant Center homepage and click “My Progress” (icon on the top right corner). Click the “Enter Offline Gifts” 
page link and enter the gift information. The final step is to mail the donation to the JA office or turn it in on the Bowl-a-Thon 
event day.  All gifts that you enter are considered unconfirmed until Junior Achievement receives the payment.  Once Junior 
Achievement receives the donations we will mark the gift confirmed. Online credit-card donations are recorded when 
processed and considered confirmed.  Your fundraising amounts and goal (if applicable) that display on your Personal, My 

Progress, and Team Page will reflect both confirmed and unconfirmed gifts. 
 
Is my information secure? 
Yes, our online system, Convio, uses industry standard SSL encryption techniques to make sure your credit card information, 
passwords and personal information travel safely over the Internet. Your contact information is only used by Junior 
Achievement. 
 

What if I forget my password or username? 
From the login page you may request to have your username or password sent to your email address on file. If you would like 

your password reset, please contact the JA office. 
 
What is the Participant Center? 
The Participant Center is an online tool for you to use to make fundraising easy! You can use it to ask your contacts for 
donations and track your fundraising progress. When you register, by default, you will have a Participant Center set up for 

you. 
 
Once logged in to your Participant Center, you can access the following areas: 
Personal Page: You can customize with a story and picture to help appeal for donations. A compelling personal 
page attracts and engages supporters! 
Address Book: You can list your family, friends, and coworkers email addresses, which makes it easier to send emails to 

them and keep track of their donations on your behalf. 
Email center: You can compose and send emails to recruit more teammates, solicit donations, and personally thank donors 
with sample message text. 
Follow-ups page: You can view who has made donations to your campaign and joined your team, as well as who still needs 
to be sent thank-you messages and donation solicitation reminders. 

My Progress page: You can visually see how much you have raised toward your fundraising goal and who has given 
donations. You can also record cash, check, and credit card donations that people have given you personally. 

Team Progress page: (if you are participating on a team) You can see how much your team has raised and how your 
teammates are doing, as well as send an email to your teammates. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

http://help.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=User_TeamRaiser_PersonalPages_default
http://help.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=User_TeamRaiser_AddressBook_default
http://help.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=User_TeamRaiser_Email_default
http://help.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=User_TeamRaiser_Followup_default
http://help.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=User_TeamRaiser_MyProgress_default
http://help.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=User_TeamRaiser_TeamProgress_default


Sample Donor Request Text 
 

Dear Prospective Donor: 
 

Did you know that Junior Achievement has been impacting young people’s lives 
since 1941? The 2010-2011 school year marks JAôs 70th Anniversary and I’m 
proud to be part of the celebration! 

 
Junior Achievement provides vital economic education programs to students that develops their 

financial literacy, career-readiness and entrepreneurial skills. JA places trained volunteers in 
classrooms where they teach proven, age-appropriate curriculum to students in Cuyahoga, Geauga, 
Lake and Lorain County schools. JA volunteers are dedicated individuals who bring a wealth of real-

world knowledge to young people. JA volunteers help students learn the connection between education 
and future success. In these challenging economic times, the education JA provides is increasingly 

important! 
 
JA provides volunteers and programs at no cost to the schools or students that they serve. JA 

programs are supported by the generosity of businesses, foundations and individuals like me who 
participate in the annual JA Bowl-a-Thon. Junior Achievement’s 2011 Bowl-a-Thon is just around the 

corner, and I am setting an ambitious personal goal to help them impact 45,000 students this school 
year. However, I can only accomplish this goal with your  help. 
 

I am asking for your help by supporting my fundraising efforts as a bowler in this year's 
Bowl-a-Thon fundraiser. Your tax-deductible gift will make a difference in the lives of 

45,000 students! 
 
It is fast and easy to support this great cause - you can send your tax-deductible contribution to JA at 

the address listed below (please include my name with your donation). Or you can visit 
www.jacleveland.org to make an online credit card donation (there is an option to include my name 

during the payment process). Thank you for your time and support: every dollar counts! I will keep 
you posted as I work towards reaching my goal. 
 

The gift of knowledge, inspiration and achievement: it’s the best present a child could ever receive. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
JA Bowl-A-Thon Participant 

 
Junior Achievement 

1422 Euclid Avenue, Suite 525 
Cleveland, OH 44115 

 

For more information, please visit www.jacleveland.org or call 216.861.8080. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                                        

 

 
   

  

 

  

 

http://www.jacleveland.org/
http://www.jacleveland.org/


Online Resources 
www.jacleveland.org 

 
Visit our website for all your Bowl-a-Thon needs! 

The JA website serves as a great resource so you can find the tools you 
need to be a successful Team Captain! 

 

 
 

What Can I Find Online? 
 

General 
Bowl-a-Thon Birthday Bash Sponsors 
Bowl-a-Thon Overview 

Bowling Center Locations 
Dates to Remember 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Prize Structure 
Staff Contacts 
 

Marketing/Communication Materials 

Bowl-a-Thon Birthday Bash Flyer 
 

Information for Successful Fundraising 
How to Get your Company Involved 
Fundraising Ideas 

 
My Participant Center 

After you are registered (either online or by paper form) 
a Participant Center will be created for you. 
After you log in to your Participant Center, you can: 

 send email solicitations and email follow-ups 
 send thank you emails 

 track your fundraising progress 
 manage your team 
 update your personal fundraising webpage 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.jacleveland.org/


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to our 2011 Title Sponsors: 

 

 

 

        

 

   
 

  

      
 

 

 

Thank you to the following companies 
for their support: 

Chipotle, Corner Alley, FastSigns-North Olmsted and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

R E C E I P T 

Name: _____________________ 
 
Amount: ___________________ 
 
Received by (Bowler): ________________ 
 
This certifies that the above donation was made as a 
part of  the Junior Achievement Bowl-A-Thon.  
 
For tax purposes, no goods or services were provided in 
consideration, on whole or part, for this contribution.  

Thank you for your contribution!  

R E C E I P T   

Name: _____________________ 
 
Amount: ___________________ 
 
Received by (Bowler): ________________ 
 
This certifies that the above donation was made as a 
part of  the Junior Achievement Bowl-A-Thon.  
 
For tax purposes, no goods or services were provided in 
consideration, on whole or part, for this contribution.  

Thank you for your contribution!  


